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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

22. (Canceled) 

23. (Currently Amended) The method according to Alaim 2243, wherein a 
discontinuity condition is signalled to an equipment management systen. 

24. (Previously Presented) The method according to clain 23, wherein signalled 
discontinuity condition information is stored In a transmission quality rep ort. 



25. (Canceled) 



26. (Currently Amended) The method according to 
discontinuity condition detected at the first network element is 
e | emen t of a virtual container transmitted to the second network elemerit 



27. (Canceled) 



28. (Currently Amended) The method according to 
discontinuity condition is signalled from the second network 
management system. 



29. (Previously Presented) The method according to 
discontinuity condition information is stored in a transmission quality redort 



30. (Canceled) 



31. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 

alteration comprises: 

a pointer value adjustment towards a new valid pointer value; arid 



clfeiim 2243, wherein the 
transmit ed within a defined data 



claim 2243, wherein the 
element to an equipment 



claim 28, wherein signalled 



3043, wherein stepwise 
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at each step, introduction of a pointer value difference which lis within a standardized 
range of pointer increment or decrement operations. 



32. (Previously Presented) The method according to 
distance between a last valid pointer value before and the new valic 
detected discontinuity condition is used to evaluate and select a 
stepwise adaptation of the pointer values. 



claim 31. wherein the 
pointer value after the 
shortest difference for a 



33. (Previously Presented) The method according to clain 
similar differences for increasing or decreasing of the pointer value, the 
before the discontinuity condition occurred is used to determine a 
adaptation of the pointer values. 



32 wherein, in case of 
direction of pointer drift 
direction for the stepwise 



34. (Canceled) 



35. (Currently Amended) The method according to clairr 
network element operates as a source network element and the 
operates as a sink network element. 



2243, wherein the first 
sbcond network element 



36. (Canceled) 

37. (Canceled) 

38. (Canceled) 

39. (Canceled) 

40. (Canceled) 

41. (Canceled) 

42. (Canceled) 
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43. (Currently Amended) A method of transmitting da 
hierarchic network system comprising at least a path segment 
element and at least a second network element on which tandem 
method is established for monitoring transmission of information 
the method comprising: 

detecting frame offset discontinuities at the first network 
detection of an alteration of a pointer value; 

wherein, afte y in response to detection of a frame offset 



a in a synchronous 
between a first network 
connection monitoring 
oMer the path segment, 

element on the basis of 



transmitted pointer values are altered stepwise at the first network 
wherein, during a time interval necessary for detection and 
to the second network element of a the frame offset discontinuijy 
value received in advance of the discontinuity condition is 
network element. 



< iscontinuity condition, | 
element, 

\ t^wfimisston sianallinQ . 
a last vatid pointer 
transmitted to the second 



n:\PATENTS\HessJcr l-l-l-3\Mn«ltt 1-1-1-3 am.doc 



PAGE 7/9 * RCVD AT 6/28/2006 1:24:30 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/20 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:7329490102 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-04 



